INTRODUCTION
Nicrophorus americanus (Coleoptera: Silphidae), the American burying beetle, was once widespread in its distribution in North America, but has apparently suffered a severe decline in this century and is presently known to occur only on Block Island, Rhode Island and in eastern Oklahoma. Although the natural history, ecology, and reproductive biology of North American and European burying beetles has been described (Pukowski 1933 , Milne and Milne 1976 , Anderson 1982a , Wilson and Fudge 1984, , , Scott 1988 there is very little information on N. americanus except documentation of its past distribution and decline (Davis 1980 , Anderson 1982b .
We recently were able to assess the size of the N. americanus population on Block Island, and determine the resource requirements for reproduction of this potentially endangered species. In addition, we present information on reproductive behavior, interspecific competition, and correlates of reproductive success. Island. N. americanus showed a preference for prey ranging from 80-100 grams. N. marginatus also buried prey in this size category ( Table 2) .
METHODS

Study
Sixteen of the 20 broods reared in the laboratory resulted in eclosed tenerals. There was a significant positive correlation between carcass weight and total brood weight (r-0.60, p 0.01, Fig. 1 In the former, the male was still alone on the second day after burial, while in the latter, the male was found with a female two days after he had buried the carcass. In all the above examples, the carcasses had been prepared by the parent(s) for the larvae in a fashion similar to that described for other Nicrophorus species (Pukowski 1933 Kentucky (1974) . Anderson (1982b) (Scott unpublished data) . N. orbicollis may not be a major competitor of N. americanus because of a lack of overlap in the size frequency distribution of suitable carcasses and frequent loss in contest competition.
Nicrophorus species diversity is highest at northern latitudes (Pyle et al. 1981 , New 1984 The habitat(s) occupied by N. americanus before its decline was not clearly described so it is very difficult to ascertain how severe an impact the loss of habitat has had on this species. However, the increasing use of land for urbanization and commercial agriculture and forestry has had a demonstrated negative impact on numerous insect species (Pyle et al. 1981 ). This hypothesis, though tentative, appears to be the most plausible. Although there is no data from this research thus far to draw any significant conclusions about causal factors in the decline of N. americanus it is recommended that the search for answers to these questions focus on factors related to changes in, or loss of suitable habitat, that have made it impossible for N. americanus to survive today in areas where it was once successful.
